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REMARKS 

Each of the independent claims in the instant application, claims 15, 26, 52, 54 and 56 contain, or 
have been amended to contain, a clear reference to the administration of medications. It is respectfully 
submitted that the reference to Wallace (U.S. Patent No. 6,564,121) is directed to the dispensing of items, 
and does not address administration. Accordingly, the Wallace reference does not disclose an apparatus 
or a method of using an apparatus for both issuing medical supplies and administering medications. 

The administration of medications to a patient is distinct from the dispensing of medications for a 
patient. Dispensing may be generally viewed as releasing medications from a pharmacy (centralized or 
decentralized) whereas the administration of the dispensed drug to a patient is the actual delivery to and 
ingestion by (in the case of oral medications) the patient. Medications are typically administered in 
combination with a medical administration record (MAR) during medical administration rounds. See 
TJ0059 and 0087. Figure 13 is a diagram of one example of a detailed medication administration process. 
In Figure 13, one of the steps is "gather medications" which is typically the dispensing step. However, 
dispensing can occur before the process in Figure 13 is begun. That is a nurse may dispense medications 
for all of the patients on her next round and then begin the administration process by actually delivering 
the dispensed medications to the patient. Thus, the exact sequence of events recited in all the method 
claim is not critical. 

One example of a handheld, wireless, point-of-care device that may be used to verify and chart 
medication administrations while providing a real time medication administration record is the AcuScan 
product. Applicants have disclosed a "functional specification" and "test plan" for the AcuScan Rx 
system, version 2.1 as well as a document entitled the "AcuScan bible". The modification of that device 
so as to enable the caregiver to issue supplies with the same device that is used to record administration of 
medications is one example of an implementation of the present invention. It is respectfully submitted 
that when viewed in that context, the system and apparatus disclosed and claimed is quite distinguishable 
from the teachings of Wallace. 
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The claims have also been amended to remove the word "step" from the claims. That change has 
not been made for reasons related to patentability; that change has been made to insure that the claims are 
not construed as "step plus function" claims under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, T]6. 

Applicants have made a diligent effort to advance the prosecution of this application. If the 
Examiner remains of the opinion that the claims are not patentable in view of Wallace, the Examiner is 
respectfully requested to contact applicants' attorney at the telephone number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Edward L. Pencoske 

Reg. No. 29,688 

Thorp Reed & Armstrong LLP 

One Oxford Centre, 14 th Floor 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1425 

(412) 394-7789 



Dated: 8/18/2004 



Attorneys for Applicants 
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